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AmericanB-schools
rewrite syllabus as
Indian enrolments fall
Sanket koul
NewDelhi, 4March

Mobility challenges for Indian
students heading to the US are
prompting American business
schools to deepen collaborations
with Indian universities through
jointprogrammesandcredit-sharing
arrangements.
“We are open to collaborating

with different universities. We are
looking for a two-plus-two-year col-
laboration or a four-plus-one-year
collaboration,” Thomas Hill, assis-
tant dean of graduate recruitment
and admissions at Rutgers Business
School, toldBusinessStandard.
RutgersBusinessSchool,apublic

university, already runs a two-year
double master’s programme with
Xavier School of Management,
Jamshedpur. Students spend one
year each in India and the US, with
credits shared between the institu-
tions. “We are looking to replicate
something like that,”Hill said.
MichaelMazzeo,deanof theOlin

Business School atWashingtonUni-
versity in St Louis, said the school
has been engagingwith Indian uni-
versitiestoexplorepartnershipsthat
would make Olin’s programmes
available in India.
The private university currently

runs a joint executive MBA pro-
grammewith the Indian Institute of
Technology Bombay’s business
school.
Theoutreachcomesamidadrop

in Indian student enrolments in
managementprogrammesatAmeri-
can universities last year, following
changes toUSstudentvisapolicies.
According to the GraduateMan-

agement AdmissionCouncil’s latest
white paper, Indian student enrol-
ments at American institutions fell
45per cent inAugust 2025.
The report said global

management education trends are
shifting,shapedbyvisapolicies,cur-

rency pressures, and affordability
concerns.
Hill said that although Rutgers

saw a small dip in Indian student
numberslastyear, itsoverall interna-
tional student population remained
steady.
“Ithinkthestudentswhoaretalk-

ing to people they know in the US
education system right now are get-
ting a more positive outlook than
whattheyarehearingbackinIndia,”
he said.
Mazzeo agreed, saying there has

been considerable misinformation
about day-to-day conditions in the
US,whichvaryby region.
“StLouis,whereWashingtonUni-

versityislocated,hasbeenextremely
normal. That’s different from other
partsoftheUS,wheretherehasbeen
moredisruption,”he said.
On steps to make Rutgers more

attractive to Indian students, Hill
said scholarshipflexibility is limited
for public universities. “We have
increased the number of scholar-
ships we are offering.We also think
thesecollaborationswithIndianuni-
versities, including credit sharing,
will appeal to students,”he said.
Even as universities pursue col-

laborations in India, setting up a
physical campus remains a distant
prospect.“Weareinthelearningpro-
cess rightnow,”Mazzeo said.
Hill saidRutgers is speakingwith

universities in India to gauge
opinion before considering an India
campus.
“So far, it seems like it could be a

positive step towards strengthening
Rutgers’brandpresenceinIndia.It is
definitelysomethingwearediscuss-
ing at Rutgers University and
RutgersBusinessSchool,”he said.
Themove follows theUniversity

Grants Commission’s (UGC’s) 2023
notification allowing foreign higher
educationinstitutionstosetupcam-
puses in India under the National
EducationPolicy 2020.
Under the regulations, foreign

institutionsmustrankwithinthetop
500globally, either overall or in sub-
ject-specific rankings, to establish a
campus in India.
They must also demonstrate

expertise in their fields, subject to
UGC approval. So far, 19 foreign
higher education institutions have
received letters of intent from the
Union education ministry to open
campuses in India.

Outreacheffort comesevenasAmericanuniversities sawadrop in
Indianstudentenrolments formanagementcourses last year Jansen’s half-century takes SouthAfrica

to 169/8 after star turnbyNZ spinners
NewZealandspinnersputonanimpres-
sive show before Marco Jansen’s brutal
rearguard assault took South Africa to
adecent169for8inthefirstsemi-finalof
the T20 World Cup (until press time)
onWednesday.
Ultimately, it was left to Jansen

(54not out, 30 balls) andTristan Stubbs
(29off24balls) tocarryoutaredemption

actandgivethebowlingunitasemblance
of a chance tofight in the secondhalf of
thematch.
The duo added 73 runs for the sixth

wicket after theProteaswere reduced to
77 for 5 at the halfway mark. Jansen
smashed asmanyasfive sixes andmost
of them landed at least 10 -15 rows into
thegallery. PTI
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Google bringsMarch
PixelDrop
GooglehasannounceditsMarch
PixelDrop,bringingnewfeatures
toPixeldevices.Theupdate
introducesagenticcapabilities
forGeminiassistant,brings
multi-object recognitionforCircle
toSearch,newthemes,desktop
modeonselectdevicesandmore.
Theupdatesarerollingout
gradually.

VSCO launches
Galleries app
VisualSupplyCo(VSCO)
has launchedastanda-
loneappcalledVSCOGal-
leries that letsuserscreate
aunifiedgallerywhere
images frommultiple
contributorscanbecol-
lectedandorganised.Theappisavailable
onthe iPhone,withadesktopversion
cominglater.

Apple launches
$599MacBook
Neo, threatening
WindowsPCmkt
Mark GurMan
4March

AppleIncrolledoutthe$599MacBookNeoinitsbig-
gest pushyet into low-end laptops, aiming to chal-
lenge Windows PCs and Chromebooks for
budget-mindedshoppers.
Themachine is $400 less than any new-gener-

ation laptopApple has sold before, coming inwell
below the now $1,099MacBookAir. TheMacBook
Neowillbeofferedincitrus,silver, indigoandblush
colouroptions,potentiallymakingitappealingboth
tostudentsandmainstreamconsumers.
TheMacBook has a 13.0-inch screen,making it

one of the company’s smallest laptops to date. The
MacBookAir, in contrast, offers a 13.6-inchdisplay.
Another twist: TheNeo runs on an iPhoneA18 Pro
chip,marking thefirst timeApple is using a smart-
phoneprocessor inaMac.
The release is a major shift for Apple, which

has been reluctant for decades to launcha low-end
Mac laptop. But the speed of its iPhone processors
allowed the company to bring its pricing
downmeasurablywithout significantly sacrificing
performance.
In a statement, JohnTernus, Apple’s hardware

engineering chief, said that theMacBookNeowas
“built fromthegroundup tobemoreaffordable for
evenmorepeople.”
Thebasemodelincludes256gigabytesofstorage,

whilea$699upgradedversiondoublesthecapacity
and adds Touch ID for logging into and approving
payments. There are also $100 discounts on each
modelforeducationbuyers,bringingtheentryprice
downto$499.
Apple put the machine up for pre-order on

Wednesday and said initial deliveries and in-store
availabilitywill takeplaceonMarch11.
The device has 16 hours of battery life, which

compareswith the 18hours for the latestMacBook
Air—amodelthathasaM5chip.Thedisplayrunsat
up to 500nits of brightness andweighs 2.7 pounds,
matchingthe13-inchAir. BloomBerg

SouthAfrica’sTristanStubbs (left)withMarcoJansenduring thefirst
semifinalof the ICCMen’sT20WorldCupwithNewZealand, inKolkata

PHOTO: PTi

maitri
Rectangle


